THE BUG LADY

Adding Power to Your Pest Control Programs
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ncreasingly, research is showing us the re-
I lationship between plant health and pest
insects and mites. The healthier plants are,
the less likely they will fall victim to the “un-
friendlies” One key way to keep plants in top
shape is by improving soil health. This can be
done with a wide range of organic soil prod-
ucts that can be used in the interiorscape.
Organics are a trend that is here to stay.
According to the Organic Trade Associa-
tion, the U.S. organic market is projected to
reach a value of $30.7 billion by 2007, with
a five-year compound annual growth rate
of 21.4 percent between 2002 and 2007.
Congress passed the Organic Foods Pro-
duction Act (OFPA) of 1990, requiring the
United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) to develop standards for organics. As
part of this, The National Organic Program
{NOP), a marketing program housed within
the USDA, and OFPA regulations ensure
products that are labeled as organic come
from farms or facilities certified by a state or
private entity accredited by the USDA. There
are set standards for organic products; man-
ufacturers can’t call their products organic
without meeting these specifications. If a
company gets caught calling itself organic
when it’s not, it faces big fines.

for use in organic

A buzzword often seen
on organic product la-
beling is OMRI {Or-
ganic Materials Re-
view [nstitute).
This is a nonprofit
organization that
specializes in the

review of substances

production. Compa-
nies bring their products
to OMRI and use the stan-
dards set by the NOP to en-

fore selecting a product.
Since most interior-
scapers don’t want to
push plants to grow
(they just want to
keep plants healthy),
the low Nitrogen-
Phosphorous-Potas-
sium (N-P-K) con-
tent of organic fertiliz-
ers is an advantage.

So why not use a low
synthetic N-P-K? While the
plants may be unable to tell

sure they are met,

Defining organic is a tricky
task. No synthetic pesticides
(including herbicides and
fungicides) or genetic modi-
fications {such as gene splicing between
species) can be applied. Sewage sludge and
biosolids, as well as synthetic fertilizers, are
also prohibited. There are many more quali-
fications, but these are the basics.

On the Fertilizer Front
There are some great benefits to using or-
ganic fertilizers in the interiorscape, but
there are things you need to be aware of be-

Scent sense To avoid offensive
odors, be sure to select a
fertilizer that is not manure

or fish emulsion-based.

the difference between the
two, the soil can. All nutri-
ents, synthetic ‘or organic,
must be converted to a form
that can be absorbed by the
plant. Organisms that live in the soil enable
the conversion, and organic fertilizers pro-
mote the microscopic “good guys.”

Synthetic fertilizers are often made from
petroleum products or from treating min-
erals with acid to make them dissolve bet-
ter. This makes them highly soluble, and
they tend not to persist in the soil.

One drawback to organic fertilizers is the
continued on page 45
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THE ULTIMATE SOURCE FOR COMPUTER
IMAGING PRODUCTS AND INFORMATION
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